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Constitution
(Italics indicate passage on 1st Reading in 2007: 2nd Reading [Adoption/Rejection] in 2008)

Article I
Acceding to the General Constitution

Section 1.   The Church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, being a constituent part of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, accedes to, recognizes, and 
adopts the Constitution and Canons of that Church, and acknowledges its authority 
accordingly.  In cases where the provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the Church in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh speak to the contrary, or where resolutions of the Convention of 
said Diocese have determined the Constitution and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, or resolutions of its General Convention, to be 
contrary to the historic Faith and Order of the one holy catholic and apostolic church, the 
local determination shall prevail.

Section 1.  The Church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh is a constituent member of the Anglican Communion, a 
Fellowship within the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of those duly constituted Dioceses, 
Provinces and regional churches in communion with the See of Canterbury, upholding and propagating the 
historic Faith and Order as set forth in the Book of Common Prayer.

Section 2.   The Diocese of Pittsburgh embraces all those counties of the State of 
Pennsylvania known as Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, 
Indiana, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland.

Section 2.  The Diocese of Pittsburgh shall have membership in such Province of the Anglican Communion 
as is by diocesan Canon specified.

Section 3.  The Diocese of Pittsburgh embraces all those counties of the State of Pennsylvania known as 
Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington and 
Westmoreland.  Additionally, for reasons found satisfactory to any Convention of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
parishes outside of the boundaries of the aforementioned counties may be considered for admission into union 
with the Diocese of Pittsburgh, provided that they meet all other requirements set forth in the Constitution 
and Canons of the Diocese of Pittsburgh for canonical admission.

Article II 
Meeting of Convention

Section 1.   There shall be a stated Convention of the Church in this Diocese, to be held 
during the months of October or November of each year at such time and at such place 
within the Diocese as shall be fixed by the preceding Convention.
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Section 2.   For any sufficient cause, occurring after the designation of the place of meeting of 
the Annual Convention, the Bishop, or, in the case of the Bishop’s inability to act or of a 
vacancy in the Episcopate, the Standing Committee, may appoint another time or place, or 
both, for the meeting of the Convention.

Section 3.   The Bishop, or if there should be no Diocesan, or if the Bishop should be 
incapable of acting, the Standing Committee, shall have power to call a special Convention.  
There shall be not less than thirty days notice, previous to the day appointed, given to the 
Clergy and the several Parishes in the Diocese, by a circular letter; such special Convention 
shall be held at the place designated by the Ecclesiastical Authority calling it; and at such 
special Convention no other business shall be transacted than that stated in the notice calling 
the Convention.

Article III   
Members of Convention

Section 1.   The convention shall be composed of Clergy and Lay Deputies.

Section 2.   Every member of the Clergy, in regular standing, who shall have been canonically 
resident in the Diocese, and engaged in the parochial, missionary, or educational work of the 
Church, under the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese, for three months preceding any 
Convention, shall be entitled to a seat and vote in such Convention in all cases except in the 
election of a Bishop, in which case the qualifications necessary to vote shall be as hereinafter 
provided in Article XIV of this Constitution, PROVIDED, that no member of the Clergy so 
qualified shall lose his or her right to a seat and vote by reason of sickness or old age.

Section 3.   The Deputies shall consist of two Deputies from each Parish in union with the 
Convention, chosen from the Lay Communicants as the Convention may, from time to 
time, by Canon prescribe.  And each such Parish shall have the right to send additional 
Deputies, chosen as aforesaid, in such proportion to the number of its registered 
communicants as the Convention may, from time to time, by Canon prescribe.  
PROVIDED, however, that a change in the scale of graduation, when fixed by Canon, shall 
not become effective until the next succeeding Annual Convention.  The Chancellor of the 
Diocese shall be ex-officio a member of the Convention with the right to a single vote in the 
Lay order.

Section 4.   No Parish shall be entitled to a representation in the Convention which does not 
comply with duly enacted Canons of this Diocese relating to assessments levied upon it by 
authority of the Convention, unless it shall not do so for reasons which shall be deemed 
satisfactory by the Convention itself; and it shall be the duty of the Diocesan Council, at the 
opening of each session, to present to the Secretary a list of such Parishes as are delinquent 
in this regard, in order that the same may be placed in the hands of the Committee on 
Claims of Deputies to Seats.
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Article IV   
President of the Convention

 The Bishop, or Bishop in charge of the Diocese, shall preside, ex-officio, in the Convention, 
and shall be entitled to a vote.  The Bishop-Coadjutor, when there is one, shall have a Seat 
and a vote in the Convention, and, in the absence of the Bishop, shall preside.  In the event 
of there being a Suffragan Bishop, the Suffragan Bishop shall be entitled to the same 
privileges, and, in the absence of both the Bishop and the Bishop-Coadjutor, shall preside.  
In case of vacancy in the Episcopate, or of the absence of the Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, 
and Suffragan Bishop, or of their inability to act, the members of the Convention shall elect, 
from the Presbyters, a President pro tempore.

Article V   
Transaction of Business

Section 1.   Such members of the Clergy and Deputies as shall at any time be duly assembled 
in Convention shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 2.   The Clergy and Deputies shall deliberate as one body and shall vote as such:  
PROVIDED, that a call for vote by Orders may be initiated by any ten members of the 
Convention of whom at least five must be Clergy and at least five must be Lay Deputies.

Section 3.   On every question the votes of a majority of those present, or when voting by 
Orders the votes of a majority of those present of the two Orders respectively, shall decide.

Section 4.   All elections to offices in the Convention, or to places on committees, shall be 
conducted in accordance with the Canons enacted to govern such elections:  PROVIDED, 
however, that the election of a Bishop shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions 
of Article XIV of this Constitution.  

Article VI   
Secretary of the Convention

 At each Annual Convention a Secretary shall be chosen, who shall continue in office until a 
successor is appointed.  The duties of the Secretary shall be to take the minutes of the 
proceedings, and when approved to enter them in a proper book; to preserve the Journal 
and Records; and to attest the public acts of the body; and faithfully to deliver into the hands 
of successors all books and papers belonging to the Convention in his or her possession.

Article VII   
Chief Executive Officer

 The Bishop shall be the chief executive officer of the Diocese.
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Article VIII   
The Ecclesiastical Authority

Whenever in the Constitution or Canons of this Diocese provision is made for action by the 
Bishop, such action, in case of the absence or disability of the Bishop, shall devolve upon 
the Bishop-Coadjutor if there be one; but if there be none, or in the absence or disability of 
the Bishop-Coadjutor, shall devolve upon the Suffragan Bishop, if there be one; or, if there 
be no Bishop-Coadjutor or Suffragan Bishop, shall devolve upon the Standing Committee.

Article IX   
Standing Committee

Section 1.   The Convention shall at the Convention of 1952 elect a Standing Committee, to 
consist of four members of the Clergy and four Lay persons as follows:

One member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a period of four years; 
one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a period of three years; 
one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a period of two years; one 
member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be elected for a period of one year.  At each
Annual Convention thereafter one member of the Clergy and one Lay person shall be 
elected for a period of four years.  No member of the Standing Committee shall be eligible 
to succeed himself or herself until the next Convention following the expiration of term of 
office.

The Standing Committee, when there is no Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, or Suffragan Bishop, 
or no one of them is capable of acting, shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Section 2.   The Clerical members of the Standing Committee must be of those entitled to 
Seats in the Convention of the Diocese.

Section 3.   The Lay members of the Committee must be communicants in some Parish of the 
Diocese in union with the Convention.

Section 4.   The Committee, at their first meeting, shall choose a President from among the 
Clerical members, and a Secretary, either Clerical or Lay.  The Secretary shall keep a record 
of the proceedings of the Committee, and all books and papers in their hands relative to the 
Church shall be subject to the examination of the Bishop and of the Convention.

Section 5.   The Standing Committee shall fill all vacancies that may occur during the recess of 
the Convention, in their own body, or in any Committee appointed to sit during the recess 
of the Convention, and also in such offices as are held by annual election.

Section 6.   The Standing Committee shall also be the council of advice to the Bishop.
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Section 7.   The Standing Committee shall have such additional rights and duties and powers 
as may be conferred by the Canons of the General Convention or of this Diocese duly 
enacted.

Article X   
The Board of Trustees for the Diocese

Section 1.   The Board of Trustees shall consist of the Bishop, five Lay persons appointed by 
the Bishop, and one Lay person from each District and five other persons without limitation 
as to District, elected in the manner and for the term specified by Canon duly enacted.  The
Bishop shall appoint the President of the Board of Trustees each year, and the Board of 
Trustees shall elect other officers as it shall deem appropriate.

Section 1.  The Board of Trustees shall consist of the Bishop, five Lay persons appointed by the Bishop, and 
one Lay person from each District and five other lay persons without limitation as to District, elected in the 
manner and for the term specified by Canon duly enacted. The Bishop shall appoint the President of the 
Board of Trustees each year, and the Board of Trustees shall elect other officers as it shall deem appropriate.

Section 2.   The powers and duties of said Board so incorporated shall be to collect, receive, 
hold, convey, encumber, and otherwise properly dispose of all estate, real and personal, 
which may be given, granted, conveyed, devised, bequeathed, or transferred to it absolutely 
or in trust for any religious, charitable, or educational use or purpose connected with the 
Church of said Diocese, or any portion thereof, or for the aid, benefit, or advancement of 
said Diocese, or of any Parish, or of any religious, charitable, or educational association of 
Churches in said Diocese, unless the powers of the corporation shall be limited by the terms 
of the trust under which the corporation holds title to such estate.  PROVIDED, that the 
clear yearly income or value of the property at any time held by said corporation shall not 
exceed the amount authorized by the laws of this Commonwealth.

Article XI   
Diocesan Council

Section 1.   The Diocesan Council shall consist of the Bishop, the Secretary of the 
Convention, the Chancellor of the Diocese, the President of the Board of Trustees, the 
President of the Standing Committee, the President of the Episcopal Church Women and 
three Deputies to Convention from each District (normally two lay and one ordained) 
elected in the manner and for the term specified by Canon duly enacted.

Section 2.   It shall be the duty of the Diocesan Council to prepare and report to each 
Convention a schedule of assessment upon the Parishes for the ensuing year, and such 
report, as it is finally adopted in Convention, shall be binding on the Parishes.

Section 3.   Also, the Diocesan Council shall have such additional rights and duties and 
powers as may be conferred on it by the Convention through enactment of a Canon or 
adoption of a resolution.
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Article XII   
Deputies to General Convention

Section 1.   At the Annual Diocesan Convention which is held within two years preceding the 
regular General Convention, four members of the Clergy and four Lay Persons shall be 
elected to represent this Diocese as Deputies to such General Convention and four 
members of the Clergy and four Lay Persons shall be elected as Alternate Deputies in the 
manner specified in the General Rules of Order.

Section 2.   The Clerical Deputies shall be members of the Clergy entitled to seats in the 
convention of this Diocese, and the Lay Deputies shall be communicants of this Church and 
residents in this Diocese.

Section 3.   Should a vacancy among the deputies occur by reason of resignation, removal 
from the Diocese, death or otherwise between the stated times of election, it shall be filled 
by the highest ranking Alternate Deputy, as determined by the General Rules of Order.

Section 4.   In case of failure or neglect of the Convention to elect Deputies, those already in 
office shall continue until successors are chosen.

Section 5.   It shall be the duty of the Deputies-elect to signify to the Bishop, in writing, at 
least one month before the meeting of the General Convention, their acceptance of the 
appointment and their intention to perform its duties.  If a Deputy-elect fails to give this 
notice or fails to attend the Convention, the Bishop shall notify a replacement in accordance 
with Section 3 hereof.

Section 6.   It shall be the duty of the Deputies to the General Convention to make a report, 
as a deputation to the succeeding Diocesan Convention.

Deputies to Extra-Diocesan Conventions or Synods

Section 1.  At each Annual Convention, there shall be elected four Clergy and an equal number of lay 
persons to serve as deputies or delegates to any extra-diocesan conventions, synods or meetings that may occur 
between Annual Conventions and to which the Diocese shall be invited to send deputies.  They shall possess 
the same qualifications as member of Standing Committee and shall be elected by a concurrent majority of 
both orders.

Section 2.  At the same Convention, there shall be chosen in the same manner and with the same 
qualifications, the same number of Clergy and Laity to serve as alternate deputies.

Section 3.  Should a vacancy among the deputies or delegates occur by reason of resignation, removal from the 
Diocese, death or otherwise between the stated times of election, it shall be filled by the highest ranking 
Alternate, as determined by the General Rules of Order.
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Section 4.  In case of failure or neglect of the Convention to elect deputies or delegates, those already in office 
shall continue until successors are chosen.

Section 5.  It shall be the duty of the persons so elected to signify to the Bishop, in writing, at least one month 
before the meeting of the extra-diocesan convention or synod, their acceptance of the appointment and their 
intention to perform its duties.  If a person so elected fails to give this notice or fails to attend the convention or 
synod, the Bishop shall notify a replacement in accordance with Section 3 hereof.

Article XIII   
Admission of Parishes

Any Parish formed within the limits of the Diocese, and regularly organized according to the 
Canons, may be admitted into union with the Convention, on motion, by a majority of 
votes.  PROVIDED, it shall have laid before the Convention its Charter and By-laws, or its 
original Articles of Association, or a duly certified copy thereof, wherein it expressly adopts 
and recognizes the authority of the Constitution and Canons of this Diocese, and the 
Constitution, Canons, doctrines, discipline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America.  And provided, also, that it shall have complied with the 
canonical requirements for such admission.

Any Parish formed and desiring union with the Diocese, and regularly organized according to the Canons, 
may be admitted into union with the Convention, on motion, by a majority of votes; provided it shall have 
laid before the Convention its Charter and By-laws, or its original Articles of Association, or a duly certified 
copy thereof, wherein it expressly adopts and recognizes the authority of the Constitution and Canons of this 
Diocese, and commits to upholding and propagating the historic Faith and Order as set forth in the Book of 
Common Prayer.  And provided, also, that it shall have complied with the canonical requirements for such 
admission.

Article XIV
Election of a Bishop

 The election of a Bishop for this Diocese shall be made in Convention, in the following 
manner:  After nomination in open Convention, the Clergy and Laity shall ballot separately 
and a concurrent majority in both Orders shall be necessary to a choice.  If two-thirds of 
either Order be represented at Convention, a majority vote shall determine the choice of 
such Order; otherwise, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary for that purpose.  
PROVIDED, that in all cases of the election of a Bishop, no member of the Clergy shall be 
entitled to vote unless he or she shall have been, for at least six months immediately 
preceding the election, personally and canonically resident in this Diocese.
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Article XV   
Alteration of the Constitution

This Constitution, or any part thereof, may be altered in the following manner only: The proposed 
alteration or amendment shall be submitted in writing to the Annual Convention, and if approved by a 
majority of each Order, shall lie over to the next Annual Convention, and if again approved, by a majority 
of each Order, the Constitution shall then stand altered or amended as proposed.
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Canons
 (Strike-throughs indicate 2007 changes)

Canon I   
Of a List of Clergy in the Diocese

The Secretary of the Convention shall keep a register of the Clergy entitled to Seats or votes 
in the Convention of this Diocese, in the following manner:  The Bishop, Bishop-Coadjutor, 
or Suffragan Bishop, or when there is no Bishop, the President of the Standing Committee 
shall, sixty days prior to the meeting of the Convention, deliver to the Secretary, or in the 
absence of the Secretary, to such other person as may be appointed by the presiding officer 
of the Convention, a certified list of the Clergy in regular standing and canonically connected 
with the Diocese, specifying their parochial responsibilities or their residences and 
employment respectively; and also the dates of the ordination or reception of those who 
have been ordained or received into the Diocese within the year immediately preceding.  
From this list the Secretary shall prepare, in conformity with Article III, Section 2, and 
Article XIV, of the Constitution, a roll of Clergy entitled to Seats or votes in the 
Convention; and the list thus prepared shall be prima facie evidence as to the rights of 
Clergy to Seats or votes in the Convention.  The Bishop (or Ecclesiastical Authority) shall, 
on the day of the meeting of Convention, provide to the Secretary any additions or deletions 
to the certified list submitted in advance of the Convention.

Canon II   
Of Deputies

Section 1.   The Lay Deputies to the Convention shall consist of two members for each Parish 
in union with the Convention, and additional Lay Deputies for Parishes to be determined 
upon the following basis of representation, up to maximum of ten: 

For each Parish, two Lay Deputies.

No. of Duly Registered 
Communicants

Additional 
Deputies Total

201-400 1 3
401-600 2 4
601-800 3 5
801-1000 4 6
1001-1200 5 7
1201-1400 6 8
1401-1600 7 9
Over 1600 8 10

Duly registered communicants shall be counted as provided in Canon III.
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Section 2.   Lay Deputies

a.   Lay Deputies from a Parish shall be elected by the Vestry of the Parish or by a 
meeting of that Parish, as provided in its by-laws. Deputies shall be elected for three-year 
terms; and, where the number of Deputies permits, their three-year terms shall be 
staggered. No Deputy who has been so elected for two successive three-year terms shall 
be eligible for re-election as a Deputy until the expiration of one year. The Deputies shall 
be elected and certified to the Secretary of Convention not later than the thirtieth of June 
prior to the Annual Convention and all terms of Lay Deputies shall begin as of the first 
day of July preceding the Annual Convention for which they were first certified. Each 
Parish shall also elect such number of Alternate Deputies as it shall deem necessary. Each 
Parish shall also appoint or elect a Leader of Deputation whose specific duties shall be 
provided for in the Parish By-laws.

b.   The election of Deputies and Alternate Deputies to the Convention shall be certified in 
writing by a Warden or two members of the Vestry; and the certificate shall state the name, 
address and telephone number of each Deputy  and Alternate and that each Deputy and 
Alternate Deputy named in said certificate was chosen from the communicants of said 
Parish. The certification form shall list all deputies elected by parish, whether newly elected 
or in their second or third year of term. The certificate shall be furnished to the Secretary of 
the Convention not later than the thirtieth of June, preceding the Annual Convention. If 
Deputies and Alternate Deputies are elected to fill out vacancies caused by death, 
resignation, or removal for any cause, the election shall be certified in writing by forwarding 
an amended certificate to the Secretary of Convention. Any Parish failing to timely furnish 
the certificate to the Secretary of the Convention shall not be entitled to Seat or vote at the 
Convention.

Section 3.   Lay members of the Standing Committee, the Diocesan Council, the Board of 
Trustees for the Diocese, and the Committee on Canons, if they not be Deputies to the 
Convention, shall have the privilege of the floor of the Convention, but shall have no votes.

Canon III   
Of Parochial Registers and Reports

Section 1.   The Vestry of each Parish shall provide a suitable book to be called the “Church 
Register”, which shall belong to and remain with the Vestry, as part of the Church records.  
In this Register the Minister, or, if there be none, the Senior Warden, shall keep a record of 
all the baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials in the Parish; specifying the name and 
date of the birth of the child baptized, with the names of the parents and sponsors; the 
names of the persons confirmed; the names of the adults baptized, and of their witnesses; 
the names of the persons married and the witnesses; the name and, where practicable, the 
age, of the person buried; and also the time when each rite was performed; and a list of all 
communicants in the Parish.
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Section 2.   Parochial Reports

a.  The Parochial Report of every Parish of this Diocese shall be prepared annually for the 
year ending December 31st preceding, upon the standard forms, and shall be returned in 
duplicate not later than April 15th to the Bishop of the Diocese, or upon his request, to the 
Secretary of the Convention. In every Parish the preparation and delivery of this Report shall 
be the joint duty of the Minister and Vestry.

a.   The Parochial Report of every Parish of this Diocese shall be prepared annually for the 
year ending December 31st preceding, upon the forms prepared by the Executive Council of 
the Church, and shall be returned in duplicate not later than March 1st to the Bishop of the 
Diocese, or upon his request, to the Secretary of the Convention. In every Parish the 
preparation and delivery of this Report shall be the joint duty of the Minister and Vestry.

b.   In case of failure to present the Parochial Report to the Bishop or Secretary of 
Convention on or before March 1st any and all Clergy and Deputies of such delinquent 
Parishes shall not be entitled to Seats in the Convention.

c.   Every Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon whose report is not included in a Parochial Report 
shall also report on the exercise of his/her office.

Section 3.   The Minister of each Parish shall keep a list of all baptized persons in connection 
with the Parish, kept in accordance with the Canons of the General Convention.  Such 
Minister, or, in case of a vacancy, the Wardens, shall in the Parochial Report tabulate as of 
December 31st of the preceding year, the number of communicants in the Parish, provided 
that there shall not be counted in that number any person who fails to meet the 
requirements of the Canons of the Church defining communicants in good standing, unless 
such failure has been for reasons satisfactory to the Minister.

Section 4.   The certified returns above provided for shall be prima facie the basis of lay 
representation of each parish according to the schedule set out in Canon 2, Section 1. The 
communicant numbers of each parish, as reported on the aforesaid Parochial Reports, shall 
be published at each Annual Convention and a copy of the relevant sections of this Canon 
shall be sent by the Secretary to each Parish in the Diocese before the thirty-first day of 
December following, with a statement as to how many Deputies such Parish is entitled to
elect in the six months following, and in preparation for the next Annual Convention.

Section 5.   It shall be the duty of every member of the Clergy having a Seat in the Convention 
to attend every meeting thereof, or to send to the Bishop a sufficient excuse for absence.
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Canon IV   
Of the Board of Trustees

Section 1.   District Trustees. Those persons who are to be elected to the Board of Trustees as 
District Trustees as provided in Article X of the Constitution shall be elected in the 
following manner.  Whenever a vacancy shall occur or be about to occur in a position on the 
Board of Trustees being filled by a person from a particular District established pursuant to 
Canon XVIII hereof, the District Commission shall nominate at least two Lay persons who 
are canonically resident within such District.  From among those nominated, a successor 
shall be elected by the members of such District Commission at a meeting of the 
Commission held during the Convention.

Section 2.  Those persons who are to be elected to the Board of trustees as Trustees At-large 
as provided in Article X of the Constitution shall be elected in the following manner. 
Whenever a vacancy shall occur in a position on the Board of Trustees being filled by a 
person elected by the Convention, the Nominating Committee shall present nominations of 
one or more Lay persons to fill such vacancy. From among those nominated, a successor 
shall be elected at the Diocesan Convention.

Section 2.   Trustees At-large. Those persons who are to be elected to the Board of Trustees 
as Trustees At-large as provided in Article X of the Constitution shall be elected in the 
following manner.  Whenever a vacancy shall occur in a position on the Board of Trustees 
being filled by a person elected by the Convention, the Nominating Committee shall present 
nominations of at least two Lay persons to fill such vacancy.  From among those nominated, 
a successor shall be elected at the Diocesan Convention.

Section 3.   The terms of office of members of the Board of Trustees shall be three years on a 
staggered basis.  No Trustee who has served as such for two successive three-year terms 
shall be eligible to again serve as Trustee until the expiration of one year.

Section 4.  In the event a vacancy shall occur in a position on the Board of Trustees during 
the unfilled term of said position, such vacancy shall be filled as provided by Article IX, 
section 5 of the Constitution.   

Canon V   
Of the Diocesan Council

Section 1.   The Diocesan Council shall act on behalf of the Convention when the 
Convention is not in session.  In particular, it shall evaluate the policies, programs, and other 
activities of the Diocese, make recommendations to the Convention, and give general 
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oversight to the work, mission, budget and human resources of the Diocese.  The Council 
shall perform such other functions and tasks as the Convention may assign to it.

Section 2.   The Diocesan Council shall hold at least six regular meetings each year and such 
additional meetings as may be called by its presiding officer or by the Bishop.

Section 3.  Those persons who are to be elected to Diocesan Council as provided in Article 
XI of the Constitution shall be elected in the following manner. Whenever a vacancy occurs 
or is about to occur for any reason in a position on the Diocesan Council being filled by a 
person from a particular District established pursuant to Canon XVIII hereof, the District 
Commission shall nominate one or more persons, Clergy or Lay as appropriate, who are 
Deputies to the Convention and who are canonically resident within such District.  A 
successor shall be elected by the members of such District Commission at the annual 
meeting of the Commission held during the Convention. 

Section 3.   Those persons who are to be elected to Diocesan Council as provided in Article 
XI of the Constitution shall be elected in the following manner.  Whenever a vacancy shall 
occur or be about to occur in a position on the Diocesan Council being filled by a person 
from a particular District established pursuant to Canon XVIII hereof, the District 
Commission shall nominate at least two persons, Clergy or Lay as appropriate, who are 
Deputies to the Convention and who are canonically resident within such District. From 
among those nominated, a successor shall be elected by the members of such District 
Commission at the annual meeting of the Commission held during the Convention.  
Deputies elected prior to the Convention for a term beginning immediately upon 
adjournment of Convention, or upon recess of the first Session of Convention, shall be 
included with the Deputies eligible for election to Diocesan Council. 

Section 4.   The terms of office of elected members of Diocesan Council shall be three years 
on a staggered basis within Districts. No Council member who has served two successive 
three year terms shall be eligible for subsequent election until one year has passed since said 
Council member was last a member of the Council.  Members of Diocesan Council whose 
terms as Deputy to Diocesan Convention expire or whose canonical residence has changed 
to a different District prior to completion of their term of office to Diocesan Council shall 
continue, at the pleasure of the electing District, for the remainder of their Council term as a 
member of Diocesan Council.  Vacancies due to death, removal or resignation occurring 
between Conventions shall be filled as provided in Article IX, Section 5 of the Constitution.

Section 5.   The Diocesan Council shall elect its presiding officer and such other officers as it 
shall designate.

Section 6.   The Diocesan Council shall prescribe its operating rules and procedures which 
shall, among other things, provide for:

a.   assistance to the Bishop in carrying out the Bishop’s responsibilities for budget and 
financial administration under Canon XII.

b.   hearing assessment appeals in accordance with Section 4(d) of Canon XII.
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c.   a means to receive, develop and propose resolutions to be presented to Diocesan 
Convention.

d.   publication of advance agenda and minutes of the meetings.

e.   such working groups as may be required to address current mission goals or strategy.

f.   an executive committee appropriate to effective leadership of the above.

g.   appointment of a Judge of Assessments and a Judge of Audits.

Canon VI   
Assistance to the Bishop

The Bishop, with the consent of the Standing Committee, Diocesan Council and the 
Convention, shall have the authority to appoint one or more members of the Clergy to assist 
the Bishop in respect to the mission of the diocese. Said authority shall include the authority 
to appoint an Assistant Bishop.  The mission of the diocese shall include but is not limited 
to pastoral and counseling functions, visitations to Parishes, development of these parishes, 
the planting of new congregations, and relationships with and among Parishes and Districts, 
including continuation of the special relationship to Transitional Parishes.  Unless such 
person be a Bishop-Coadjutor, Suffragan Bishop, or Assistant Bishop, such person or 
persons so appointed shall bear such title as shall be deemed appropriate by the Bishop. 

The Bishop, with the consent of the Standing Committee, Diocesan Council and the 
Convention, shall have the authority to appoint a member of the Clergy to assist the Bishop 
in respect to pastoral and counseling functions, visitations to Parishes and relationships with 
Parishes and Districts, including continuation of the special relationship to Aided Parishes.  
Unless such person be a Bishop-Coadjutor or Suffragan Bishop, such person so appointed 
shall bear such title as shall be deemed appropriate by the Bishop.

Canon VII   
Of the Director of Administration

There shall be a Director of Administration for the Diocese, who shall be appointed by the 
Bishop with the approval of the Diocesan Council.  The term of office and salary shall be 
determined by the Bishop and the Diocesan Council.  The Director of Administration shall 
be the Treasurer of the Diocese.  In addition, the Director of Administration shall have such 
duties as shall be determined by the Bishop, in consultation with the Diocesan Council.
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Canon VIII   
Committees and Program Units

The Bishop, with the consent of the Diocesan Council, shall have authority to appoint from 
time to time such committees and program units, by whatever name called, as the Bishop 
shall deem necessary or advisable to carry on the work of the Church in this Diocese.

Canon IX   
Of the Chancellor

The Bishop of the Diocese, with the advice and consent of the Standing Committee, shall 
appoint a Chancellor of the Diocese and such Vice Chancellors as the Bishop deems 
advisable, to hold office until their successors are appointed.  They shall be Lay persons 
learned in the law and communicants of the Church.  The duties of the Chancellor shall be 
to act as legal counselor to the Bishop, the Standing Committee and other Diocesan 
organizations in matters affecting the interests of the Church.  The Vice Chancellors shall 
perform such duties as shall be delegated to them by the Chancellor or the Bishop.

Canon X   
Of the Committee on Canons

Section 1.   The Committee on Canons shall consist of three Clergy and three Lay persons 
and shall be elected by ballot at Diocesan Convention.

Section 2.   The terms of office of members of the Committee on Canons shall be three years 
on a staggered basis.  No member who has served for two consecutive three-year terms shall 
be eligible for re-election as committee member until the expiration of one year.

Section 3.   The Committee on Canons shall elect a chairman from among its membership.

Canon XI   
Of the History and Archives of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh

Registrar/Historiographer

Section 1.  The Bishop may appoint an Archivist who shall administer the Diocesan archives, 
including the historical documentation of the Diocese and Parishes, and perform such other 
duties as directed by the Bishop or Standing Committee. It shall be the duty of the Archivist 
to issue, on request, proper certification of records in the archives including, but not limited 
to, Consecration, Ordination, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage and Burial Records. 
Section 2.  The Bishop may appoint a Historiographer who shall provide for the safekeeping 
and preservation of all Diocesan records not otherwise under the custody of the Archivist, 
and perform such other duties as directed by the Bishop or Standing Committee.
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Section 1.   Election.  At each annual session of Convention, a Registrar/Historiographer shall 
be elected to serve for one year.  
Section 2.   General Duties. It shall be the duty of the Registrar/ Historiographer to provide 
for the safekeeping and preservation of the Diocesan records and other materials that relate 
to the history of the Episcopal Church in this Diocese and any parish therein, and to 
transmit such materials into the custody of the Diocese to be kept in the Diocesan Archives.

Section 3.   Duties at Trials and Inquiries.  The Registrar/Historiographer shall act as clerk at 
all ecclesiastical trials and inquiries held in the Diocese.

Section 4.   Convention Responsibilities.  The Registrar/ Historiographer shall serve as 
custodian of records for the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese; shall see that all 
changes or additions to the Constitution or Canons authorized at any convention are entered 
in the official copy of the Constitution and Canons which the Registrar shall place in the 
Diocesan Archives, and that a current copy of the Constitution and Canons as revised be 
supplied to the President of the Convention, the Chancellor of the Diocese, the Secretary of 
the Convention, and the Committee on Canons.

Section 5.   Preservation Ordination Records.  It shall be the duty of the 
Registrar/Historiographer to preserve in a proper registry book a record of the 
ordination/consecration of the successive bishops of the Diocese, designating accurately the 
time and place of the same with the names of the ordaining/ consecrating bishops and the 
others present and assisting, and to record such additional facts as may be worthy of 
preservation.

Section 6.   Historical Responsibilities.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
Registrar/Historiographer to note any facts which illustrate important aspects of diocesan 
and parish history.  Such historical information may be reported to convention each year. 

Section 7.   Appointment.  There shall be a Diocesan Archives and Historical Commission 
appointed by the Bishop with the approval of the Diocesan Council.  The members shall be 
persons concerned with and knowledgeable about the keeping of diocesan records.  The 
chairman shall be designated by the Bishop. The Registrar/ Historiographer shall be ex 
officio voting members of the Commission.

Section 8.   General Duties.  The Commission shall set policy for the Diocesan Archives.  It 
shall nominate the Diocesan Archivist and set forth the terms and conditions with regard to 
the work of the Diocesan Archivist.  It shall also serve as a committee of advice and support 
for the Registrar/Historiographer and for individual parishes.  The Commission shall adopt 
such procedures consistent with the Constitution and Canons of this Diocese for its 
organization and functioning and shall establish such plans and mission objectives that will 
advance an appreciation of the recorded history of the Episcopal Church in this Diocese.  
The Diocesan Archives and Historical Commission shall report to the Diocesan 
Convention.




